
This is the first newsletter of 2011 and we wish you all the best in this New Year. 
In December HAPA produced and performed its first Christmas play “One Splendid Tree”. Based on the 
comments we got from visiting students, teachers, family members and friends it was a great success.  For the 
first time we marketed the play on our own as a fundraiser and were pleased to see more than 200 local school 
students at our day performances and over 120 guests at our evening play. We would like to thank HAPA parent 
association for organizing the bake sale and door prizes. The author of  the book, Marilyn Helmer, was thrilled 
with the play and expressed her wish to stage it again at the Academy. Over all, it was a successful fundraising 
event and we raised enough money for an outdoor school sign. 
 
Before the Winter break grade 5,6,&7 students received their Midterm report cards and Grade 8 and 10 students 
received their midterm report cards last week. Next school year, we will have one date for Midterm reports and it 
will be at the end of January. 
 
In December we were inspected by the Ontario Ministry of Education. The inspector reviewed all school 
documents, visited the classes, and spoke to the teachers. As soon as the Ministry Report will be sent to the 
school we will inform you about it. 
 
This Newsletter highlights very important dates for the Academy and we would like you to put them on your 
calendar. 
 

The Red Ball, Fundraising Gala 
On Saturday February 26, HAPA will be hosting its annual dinner-dance fundraising gala, The Red Ball.  There 
will be performances by the students of HAPA as well as a silent auction, door prizes, raffles and cash bar.  
Tickets will be on sale shortly and we hope to have everyone supporting this dazzling event. We kindly ask 
parents, family and friends to donate silent auction items which are also needed. 
 
Valentine’s Day “Fun”raiser 
A new fundraising initiative beginning Monday, January 31 until Friday, February 4, featuring Valentine 
assorted treats.  Kindly fill out the order forms due this Friday.  Forms will be sent home with students. 
 
HAPA and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet 
Students of HAPA will have the unique opportunity to observe company class and rehearsals of the dancers of 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet on tour in Hamilton on Sunday, February 13 at 2 p.m. at Hamilton Place.  Please keep 
this date in mind.  A sign-up sheet will be posted in the school office to confirm attendance.  First come first 
serve.  Limited space available.
 
Open House, March 24 and 26. 
HAPA will host an Open House Thursday, March 24 from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. and on Saturday, March 26 from 
11a.m. until 4p.m. for potential parents and students. 
 
Auditions, Sunday, April 3rd  
Starting this year, potential students entering HAPA grades 7 to 11 will be asked to audition for general 
admission and for scholarships. 
 
Students for grades 4 to 6 need to audition only for scholarships. 
All new students will have a meeting with the Principal before being admitted to the Academy. The details of the 
Auditions will be made public in the beginning of February. 
 
Anna Shkolnik      Max Ratevosian 
Principal       Artistic Director 

Message From Principal and Artistic Director 
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







































From Ms. Diane Le ( English, Science, Geography, Civics, Computers, Visual Arts) 







From Ms. Marta Kicek (Vocal) 






From Mrs. Anna Shkolnik (Mathematics) 





From Mr. Leon Karan 






From Ms. Melania Pawliw (Ballet) 




From Mr. Max Ratevosian (Ballet and Historical Dance) 








From Ms. Marie Franek (Social Studies, Drama) 






From Susan Bowden (Modern Dance) 









